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run because gasoline is exploded inside the cylinder by an electric
spark. When the desired results do not appear, we do not blame
mysterious supernatural forces or the malice of our enemies. Instead,
we examine the fuel and ignition systems.
Animistic thinking is primarily emotional and subjective. Many of
our opinions about political and economic institutions, as about human
behavior in general, are determined animistically. No one would
imagine that we could cure an automobile of defective performance by
putting it in jail, but this irrational method of dealing with human
beings is utilized daily. Scientists would not presume that the con-
troversy between the wave theory and the quantum theory of light
meant that advocates of one were a menace to the advocates of the
other. But advocates of Communism and capitalism automatically
assume that each is a threat to the other; and in so thinking they tend
to make this tragic assumption a reality!
We have progressed past the stage of thinking about wind, light-
ning, and rain in terms of spirits. But we have not achieved a similar
level in our consideration of economic cycles, immigration, inter-
national trade and similar human interactions. Propaganda that
seeks to appeal to animistic thinking about foreigners, persons who
threaten our comfortable existence, or anything strange and unknown,
may be effective.
Public opinion, of course, is always a composite of both realistic
and animistic thinking. Opinions of Whites about Negroes (and vice
versa) are partly realistic, mostly animistic. Public approval of the
new international organization to preserve peace is partly realistic,
but in considerable degree it is purely wishful thinking. When issues
arise requiring the sacrifice of treasured American prerogatives, much
of this approval may fade away. If based upon a sounder appraisal
of real conditions, it might survive such blows.
This leads to the suggestion that there are two kinds of propaganda,
one seeking to stimulate realistic thinking, the other appealing to
animistic tendencies. (Any given bit of propaganda may of course do
both.) In so far as science recognizes good and bad phenomena, we
may say that propaganda based on realistic analysis of conditions is
good, while that which seeks to explain a situation in terms of spirits,
human malice, and similar intangibles is bad. A careful analysis of
the tangible conditions existing in Japan just prior to the invasion of
Manchuria would prove highly beneficial in forming a realistic public
opinion about the Japanese people; whereas an analysis in terms of
alleged inherent brutality and similar intangibles can lead only to
desperate confusion.